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LIKE CLOCKWORK
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Cabin sounds: thick beige noise, muted footsteps, clinking of 
change, utensils, glasses, indistinct voices, etc.

A calm female voice:

We hope you have endured our friendship in-air.
We are now preparing to fall. 
 
The bar is closed and we will soon collect your love.  
 
May I remind you to form your soft pink shape by 
the time we sublimate. 
 
This is your last chance to use words.

Another voice says:

Prepare for changes.

A calm female voice:

Ladies and Gentlemen, now we’re approaching Soul 
where the local time is always.

At this stage you should be secure in your body with 
your clothing cool and loose. 

Personal visualization hats
miniature forests 
and retractable comfort architecture 
must be concealed 
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and all distractions stored 
either in the overhead abyss 
or in the small hole in front of you.

Please ensure all pleasure devices including laptop 
computers are shhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhh.

You are in the Elite class section.

You will sense control everywhere you look. 
You will sense submission everywhere you look. 
They are the same. 
The call button and entertainment system are on the 
inside of your palm.
  
In the economy pit, these controls are located above 
your shaved skull.

To adjust your cage, push the round bottom and 
notice it is false.
         
                     It falls.

Fancy tea, coffee, and full bar service will be avail-
able if you can swallow what I say.

If you require any special assistance, please caress the 
care creature nearest you.  

We are here to ensure that you have a comfortable 
and enjoyable rebirth.
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Later on, we’ll dim the cabin lights so you can imag-
ine a better way.

We recommend that while asleep, you keep your 
heart open.

This way it will not be necessary to wake you should 
you become terrified.

If you don’t want to be seen eating breakfast, please 
perform a newborn disguise: 
           Close your eyes.
  
Natural reality and abstract reality say their 
goodbyes.

Guests are welcome.

We are joyful except when we think, i.e. “Our ego 
is not our amigo.”
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Your body is a naked battlefield 
This trip has exfoliated language from its skin
Cut down brush
Slash and burn

This trip has turned words illegal
The linguistic infection has been cured 
There are no more immigration forms
So-called urgent emails and 
Overdue paperwork have been exorcised like the 
demons they are
No documents
No body is legal and no body is illegal 
No fear of birth
No fear of death
Only love 

Like clockwork

Like clockwork 

Like clockwork 

Like clockwork 

Like clockwork 

Like clockwork 

Like clockwork 
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Ticking, syncopated sounds start soft and build, then crossfade 
with the sound of muzak. 
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Interior: a waiting room

doctor: Thank you for waiting.

patient: Hi doctor, it’s no problem. 

They walk to the exam room.

doctor: Well, what seems to be the problem? 

patient: So, I’ve been waking up at 5am to the 
sound of a million bottles breaking in the street. 
It’s the recycling program and it takes four hours. 
The right side of my neck never seems to shift 
into the right place, so it feels stiff, painful, and 
like it needs adjusting all the time. There’s a meta-
phorical knife literally stuck in my lower back. My 
right nostril is stuffy. My knuckles and joints crack 
too much. I pick at my cuticles.When I dream I’m 
flying, my heart rate speeds up rapidly until I wake 
up in a cold sweat. When I dream I’m swimming, 
I hold my breath for too long and I wake up 
gasping for air. I have constant stomachaches. My 
eyes water and my nose runs. I have a twitch and a 
tick. I fidget. 

doctor: I think we all understand these symptoms. 
It sounds like you have the condition of being 
human. 

patient: Is there any cure? 
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doctor: Be patient. 

patient: Be doctor. 

doctor: I am. 

patient: I am. 

doctor: I am. 

Patient: I am. 

doctor: I am. 

patient: I am. 

doctor: I am. 

patient: I am. 

doctor: I am. 

patient: I am. 

doctor: I am. 

patient: I am.

I am

I am
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I am

I am

I am

I am

I am

I am

I am

I am

I am

I am

I am

I am

I am

I am

I am

I am
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Diseases ARE. 

We do not make or unmake them at will. 

We are not their masters. 
They make us, they form us. 

They may even have created us. 
They belong to this state of activity which we call 
LIFE. 

They may be its main activity. 
They are one of the many manifestations 
of universal matter. 
They may be the main 
manifestation 
of that matter 
which we will never be able to study 

except through

relationships 
and analogies. 

Diseases are a transitory, intermediary, future state of 
health. 

It may be that diseases are health itself. 

Coming to a diagnosis is, in a way, casting a physiologi-
cal horoscope. 
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What convention calls HEALTH is, after all, 
no more than this or that passing aspect of a morbid 
condition, 
frozen into an abstraction, 

a special case
 
already experienced,        
recognized, 
defined, 
finite, 
extracted, 
and 
generalized 

into
LANGUAGE
for everybody’s use. 
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A disease is a word 
we travel inside
a leaky boat
that carries us
from shore to shore.


